New Memorial to

By David Leach

he town of Corbera d@bhro in
I southern Cataloniaisdoubly

significant for veterans of the
XVth International Brigade. It was
here,during the retreats of early 1938,
that remnantsofthe Brigade assem-
bled and were reorganized for the
attempt to stop the fascists breaking
through to the M editerranean. The fol-
lowing July,on the first day of the
Ebro Offensive,and with the river
successfully traversed, the Brigade
wasordered to drive on westwards,
inland toward Corbera and Gandesa.
Two months of bitter and bloody
fighting in the area ensued, culminat-
ingin late September with the final
battles of the Lincoln, M acPap and
British Battalions.

To commemorate those events,
veterans from many International
Brigades, together with families,
friends and local people, metin
Corberaon Saturday, October 14, for
theinauguration ofamemorial to the
volunteers who left their homes to
defend democracy in Spain.

On abreezy,overcast morning,
people gathered in the small square
outside Corbera® town hall. A canopy
of red and yellow striped Catalan
flags belonged not to friends of the
International Brigades, but to farmers
protesting about their treatment at the
handsofthe police during an earlier
demonstration against fuel prices. A
Catalan government delegate was on
hisway to the event,and the farmers
clearly intended to make him aw are of
their feelings on the m atter.

The day began officially with the
signing in the mayor® office of a
OBook of Honor.OM ayor Jose Luis
Gamero introduced anumberofdig-
nitaries,including government
delegate Cesar Puig and Colonel
Louis Blezy, aleader of the French
International Brigade VeteransO
A ssociation.

Gradually,asmight be expected,
the Brigadistas made their way
upstairsand into the crow ded office to
sign the book.One source estim ates

that some 40veterans were presentin
Corbera,coming from the U.S.,
France, Germany, Holland, Poland,
A ustria,and Ireland. W hatever the
exact number,itincluded an impres-
siveand welcome contingent of
Spaniards who served with the
International Brigades.

Aspeople filtered dow nstairs and
back into the Square, alocal band
began to play traditional Catalan
music. A fter a poignant rendition of
the Catalan anthem OEls SegadorsO
(The Harvesters), the band led the
crowd,bearing flagsofthe Republic
and Catalonia,out of the square and
up anarrow lane toward the old town
of Corbera.

The old town, or OPoble VellOin
Catalan, was substantially destroyed
during the Ebro battlesand then aban-
doned atthe end of the conflict. Today
its yellow stone ruinsloom above the
new Corbera,a stark and permanent
witness to the protracted fascist
assault on the people of Spain.Up on
aledge,in sight of the old church with
its artillery-scarred steeple, and with
dramaticview s across the valley, the
inauguration began.

The International Brigades memo-
rial in Corbera consists of five
imposing iron columns, representing
the continents from which the volun-
teers traveled to Spain. The tops of the
columns are reflective and, with the
sun in position, can be seen from the
mountains east and south where so
much fighting occurred. The sculptor,
Jose Luis Terraza, said that he had
worked on many projects,butnone

had made him feel so emotional.

Themorning cloud cover gave
w ay to an afternoon of blue sky,warm
sun,and a cool autumnal breeze. The
mayor and the government delegate
both spoke, while Colonel Blezy deliv-
ered the main address. Speaking in
French,he gave an overview of the
causes and course of the Spanish Civil
W ar.Heexplained that the tribute in
Corberato the International Brigades
was above all a Gtribute to the
Republican Army and the Spanish
People.OH e also referred to the recent
violent police response to the
protesting Catalan farmers and
emphasized that fascism has to be
fought every day.

A crowd estimated to be around
300stood below the speakersand in
the lanes leading away from the old
town.W ith the speeches over,people
began to descend into new Corbera,
making their way to the local Wine
Co-Operative for a celebratory tasting.
The serious and reflective mood of the
inauguration gave way to an atmo-
sphere bordering on Festa.

Lunch was held outside at the
Corberasocial club.M ore than 700
people,according to ticket sales, sat at
long rows of trestle tables enjoying
tapas, paella,and jugs of local white
wine. A fterwards, there was an infor-
mal presentation. The Brigadistas and
inaugural speakers were each given
an inscribed wood plaque,inset with a
stone from the ruins of the old town.
The band began to play and singing
erupted spontaneously. —
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